SESYNC Feedbacks

News from the National Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center

TEACHING S-E | Educational Resources from SESYNC
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Resources on Teaching S-E Systems Available from SESYNC

As you're preparing for the fall semester, don't forget to take advantage of the many teaching and learning
resources that we currently have available on the SESYNC website:

SES Video Series - This 3-part video series addresses common questions, like: What are socio-
environmental systems (SES)? What is synthesis? and How do you conduct synthesis research? The videos
give examples showing the complexity and rewards of studying the relationships and dynamics in SES.

Immersion Workshop Videos - Here you'll find videos on our YouTube channel from past Immersion
Workshop lectures. Each topic has multiple videos in which experts in a given discipline discuss approaches
to socio-environmental systems questions, including theories, methods, and topics that are central to their


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DESARQMum3yh9PKGt6J7BXoe0unT3RnQmqwIo3GQdHLpSd6Mn1RiP-tRfJiZlIHVi4e2UkuZIajapUY7Di0DltUp-Vwqf_cNII0cq9m1ktnLdPvymhUaXQB4V8n6K8_2pK_D3urojI91hSpOsFE6QPUOlc9UPb09mAJPTId_TcrlM6IhXj3jQMg_8YcO_wYDlkaTpVi2gAdj_J-kIhFpzSMIzwSdRWK-QATdbBIJwdVUl_lMVt8ArL5F6XVOV4bEnb_8MGTpv1nO6B5EHRCOw4RTNFSM9v9CiM1-j_51NUk3bGXRI0NIJ1eYiKR9aetj&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DESARQMum3yh9PKGt6J7BXoe0unT3RnQmqwIo3GQdHLpSd6Mn1RiPyiE6kWFFITwrE-JA_gcdIiK_JkW6_jIy0o3x3ZzQXwy3tgyQxkiSYdwk-6l65brUGXz1rRK7A_2tCRa4Tu_xkQaBHxaoYNunebHggCfj9oCJ4V8Cq1Lb8a9ro3kf2Z_Ej-PV9v8HOyNV_Da7Wyg6F70nori7MoV7-keuHOYT_MElBCiewPrWf51NDu3z06e3Il4DnhhM_RHlYhlKL7ahsINNhtX7vlgYvL1-soa4I5LftZqvvGHvXGH5U8K_YrFAFGFXpYkDbY8jhQvPj2S7UmPyXUG0xM5rCX1GTJfFMoN&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DESARQMum3yh9PKGt6J7BXoe0unT3RnQmqwIo3GQdHLpSd6Mn1RiPyiE6kWFFITwRIUjnRSlQsKoi7f3CAywu75b4BardqC7rbD5Uhxs40j6PFSSnA40kTgp9rwndS9YKjv6VGsdXmyAztHebBJzRqEduQBArK2hYKeMcVW1oj57oKswc4giEon20jhYhdeW_15Zjmg5cueMeSYWqFcqbuPy2Lcn0yq2h9VpFGabzVfPBDrhvnlSgZG1h3i5N8h0tlCa63OLpQ-4sR_0xDIZ1ilaGDex3I-NXlcSdwVS113oh0NWpdWVAqctlI7cEzPp_EgULIAMDR9XuN0Z0o3V0-6-T9Tk5WwnZP5erD8zjXyh_IjETwaOE38Wv6YzyhQeR46ttfP_Ra8LXczdS2bhZm3vztsHQpT36SMLzONmCDH_8vYWx5k54AFDz3yT-eTm&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DESARQMum3yh9PKGt6J7BXoe0unT3RnQmqwIo3GQdHLpSd6Mn1RiPyiE6kWFFITwgOThzMzKeJ3tyOjyUSlgJptL-CYmGFpCKuXEUIthUftOwOEfxbYjVYW8pwlA6T0hNFXovA96IeNwyIvLbOBfMPA5OO92we2OT1lLyyOlahGibJAQMwZE5mKfBhDAxuZpOeIj3p7BWqY=&c=&ch=

discipline's engagement with interdisciplinary research.

SES Synthesis Tutorials - These tutorials introduce fundamental concepts about SES. Each tutorial consists
of written text and accompanying resources that illustrate some of the key concepts for understanding SES.

Case Study Collection - A collection of case studies, each focusing on learning goals critical for
understanding and practicing S-E synthesis, that was developed by participants in the Teaching Socio-
Environmental Synthesis with Case Studies short course.

Case Study Teaching Resources - Resources are available here for designing and teaching socio-
environmental (S-E) synthesis case studies.

For questions about these resources, please contact education@sesync.org.

VIRTUAL TEAM SCIENCE | New Resources for Staying Connected
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New Resources Added to SESYNC's Virtual Resources Web Page

As we've finally started to adapt to working and meeting online, we're finding that more and more tools and tips
for successfully navigating virtual collaborations are becoming available. So, we've updated our web

page Resources and Tips for Elevating Your Team Science in an All-Virtual World with additional
articles, blogs, guides, and best practices to help you make the most of your virtual collaborations.

Resources from SESYNC include guidance and tips from SESYNC's experts, as well as personal accounts
from some of our SESYNC researchers on ways they have successfully managed virtual collaboration. We've
also included useful resources from the wider community, which cover a range of topics from technical
guidance for Zoom meetings, to strategies for building community online, to information on how to make
meetings accessible.

As a reminder, SESYNC is also continuing to offer personalized support to our teams. For team science
questions or issues directly related to your SESYNC-supported work, contact us at teamhelp@sesync.org to
be connected with one of our team science experts on staff. For computational support, visit
cyberhelp.sesync.org to view our FAQs; quick-start pages; and full-length lessons on topics including text
mining, creating maps, and agent-based modeling, or contact cyberhelp@sesync.org with your data science
questions. Visit our resources page for more.

POSTDOC NEWS | SESYNC Welcomes New Postdoc Cohort

Learn About Our Newest Group of Postdoctoral Fellows

SESYNC is pleased to introduced our newest postdocs, Renee Obringer, Katie Peterson, and Ryan Unks.
While they're working remotely for now, we're looking forward to seeing them in person at the Center soon.
Read below to learn more about them and their research.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DESARQMum3yh9PKGt6J7BXoe0unT3RnQmqwIo3GQdHLpSd6Mn1RiPyiE6kWFFITwePuVwiiR3mBP1AFFfH0jWIUqtT4bjol2F5C4d2FMwWLo9KZSN6J2Tpg6q-Eeulb7J7mrwwsZJ94B3fMlOnfDxLvTbc8ymxm9XSTeM23vijVfsNSf5V9ZN3t_1sbdGoYUV8MWDTYpTg-UcmQmA3JgCqEQDAspK-2J8SI90VuwwSJoNC2lTV1OEfMrses2xpSKQvIOVj4wNFg6jUYNuDu6Y-SktOTIhk5ar3pa6e7CZqqAtrNbqnlCZMQfJXTVeNb6KTQDrD-ggsPTvI4Pxu3lZwybEVJalu6_wl_tSdjsKAzSYvcpGNPjv5Ivn9_a55snIJqScrM5oak=&c=&ch=
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Renee Obringer is an interdisciplinary researcher who works at the nexus of data science,
urban systems, and climate change. Her research projects range from using machine
learning to model urban reservoir levels to analyzing the impact of climate change on the

28 water-energy nexus. Renee earned her PhD in environmental and ecological engineering
‘ -e from Purdue University in 2020. She was also a member of the Ecological Science and
Engineering Interdisciplinary Graduate Program. Learn more.

Katie Peterson is a quantitative ecologist who is interested in how interspecific interactions 4
shape community dynamics and in the applications of this ecological knowledge for
conservation and sustainable management. She is also interested in the role of uncertainty
in making decisions from ecological models and how this contributes to the value of
information in decision science. Learn more.

Ryan Unks is an interdisciplinary scientist with training in landscape and
plant ecology, rural livelihoods, and environmental governance. His research at SESYNC
uses mixed methods to study landscape ecological change and pastoralist livelihoods in
central and southern Kenya. His approach focuses on understanding the drivers and
implications of vegetation change as situated in complex social contexts. Learn more.

GIVING BACK | Baking to Combat Racism

SESYNC Postdoc Varsha Vijay Recently Participated in Bakers Against Racism, a
Virtual Bake Sale Designed to Raise Money for Causes Fighting Racism

As part of her efforts, Varsha used her baking talents to create treats that she sold
to her neighbors, friends, and colleagues. Below, she shares more about how she
got involved and why this initiative is important to her.

Q: How did you hear about the Bakers Against Racism Bakeshop
initiative? And what about this effort inspired you to get involved?

VV: | am an avid home cook and baker and saw the initiative on some social
media accounts. The campaign, started by Washington, DC area pastry chefs of
color (https://lwww.bakersagainstracism.com/), is a global, virtual bake sale
with proceeds going to social organizations combating racism. | was inspired by
the idea of working together with bakers (professional and home bakers) to raise
money for these important causes.

In this recent moment of reckoning, an important aspect for me has been to recognize the role that | can play
and the role for others. Read more.

STAY CONNECTED | Follow Us on Social Media

Keep in touch with us via social media and be sure to check out our YouTube channel for informative videos
on socio-environmental research topics.

e linfs
[ Tubé'|

NEW PUBLICATIONS | SESYNC in the Journals
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"Using case study data to understand SES interactions: a model-centered meta-analysis of SES
framework applications."” Published in by Sergio
Villamayor-Tomas, Christoph Oberlack, Graham Epstein, Stefan Partelow, Matteo Roggero, Elke Kellner,
Maurice Tschopp, and Michael Cox. This paper resulted from the Pursuit,
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resulted from the Pursuit, .

"Disease-mediated ecosystem services: Pathogens, plants, and people.” Published in
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