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SESYNC announces its Fall 2019 Request for Proposals (RFP)  for collaborative team-based
research projects that synthesize existing data, methods, theories, and tools to address a
pressing socio-environmental problem. 

Proposals are due September 16, 2019. 

Pursuits are highly interdisciplinary synthesis research projects that address pressing socio-
environmental problems. Teams of a maximum of 12 members meet at our center in
Annapolis for three meetings of three to five days each over 18-24 months. 
 
We invite innovative and creative proposals on any pressing socio-environmental problem.
Below we list a few focal themes for the Fall 2019 RFP: 

Any Pressing Socio-Environmental Problem(s)
Social and Environmental Dimensions of the Food-Water-Energy Nexus  
Global Change and Health  
Freshwater and Ecosystems in a Changing World  
Socio-Environmental Implications of Large-Scale Infrastructure Projects  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKT0Wj3PIUTPPYpJ-DYfTqsaLXkfBSj8A_YIqFRM8mdkwBf94NbjdD7Z6_Nmb8Z5rIxZR9UrtiPNevSlI4Yv9ldLQnXLW9_bX08e8szPEDiiPCzsUt6TxB4QBWN95GO6SQHhmRl3ameZxltaInoFX_yXdE450RCNN6qxQMCEkGhMwkJv126BXGOWmwYZRTRwWxS3jEliDFnjJGv8VBUpgGVOtjEeroD54Oo-r0xjnr7kuAADpbPRlQBeWaPT2uuoUTS0WCAbWuI1q&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-IuBibGLWJkm7IsDhP_dbjd2wKPbYJ_txBeEio5EGlbbWwZ19Wlpv65fy1IV0pKt3tLAey1hLSUsJC6dKp80-oCNm8bWyjlrgD5Gz0a9dTh1HsERg-28NroPreoVnLyxifXs1VYrfuqAilQA9_gXS8AtUYrOWBifmrwB1AWMjLJZGa--6_ZD9bYxWkMgZRNkhIaLTMpEjaB_t_4UbceAXPMOSgGdITiHFJ9Ppwh9v4Px-4Uxup8dikrvSoWfQNqe3Qj_ulmu_wm2N811iH-XbfL_4mOoi4sbZcVRW5ncs_k3MvOEmxlGzJ88ChCoezkjMMnpUupZZCRS9pogcwrHnUTc8CiPidzY-Hg7c3pZ0bxhm34283f1F0-dXDWQL5JcC&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKYT62TZOhemj_OwZboVIczNpjfyqWzRwtoXqo41Lypkah7wIvhTdqEhHyGoZ2Td8t6xEJwUfsVcK-Dxz74VSprHjOZJSIgvXN7_zu31A3hMo1nxLzeFq0GPKFWp6_KfgIiQ0swQ7txU4LMql-vrquM47TKmXLytH_DTxz6_yBtFm2_85t7TmdcyqUmmcShBltzYEDytodlUxHd9M2CQpKT7lDcdHYlGlUzalPbnj6WAH0KJNe9vS1z5j9APIb56DYc2yr0nYyltkIB_uj6SoGHiVFxg0t3EPYz4yWI8kvfGpEgq-Fxf-BwPDbTOuBK5lhA==&c=&ch=


 
Workshops are single meetings of up to 25 participants.  

ALSO NOTE: We are now accepting proposals for the 2020 Postdoctoral Fellowship
program. Applications are due Nov. 8 th. 

See all of our opportunities here: www.SESYNC.org/opportunities

Here are some tips for applying to our Pursuits and Workshops
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Pre-register for Livestream: Developing International
Networks-of-Networks  
Workshop focused on team science and the fundamentals of organizational management

September 12-13, 2019

SESYNC will hold a 1.5-day workshop focused on team science and the fundamentals of
organizational management. Remote participants of the workshop can attend via livestream. 

This workshop prepares researchers to respond to the NSF " Accelerating Research through
International Network-to-Network Collaborations" (AccelNet) Call for Proposals, which funds
the development of international networks-of-networks. 

Sign up to pre-register for the livestream.

  

PUBLICATION  |  PUBLICATION  |  Assessing Environmental and EconomicAssessing Environmental and Economic
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Reducing Food Loss and Waste
SESYNC science team assesses food sustainability interventions through economic lens 

A SESYNC-supported science team, led by Mary Muth, director of food, nutrition and obesity
policy research at RTI International, brought together economists, environmental scientists,
members of the private sector and the non-profit sphere to tackle the economic and
environmental challenges of food loss and food waste. Their review article was recently
published in the journal Science of the Total Environment.

Read SESYNC news story here

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKYk_SsDyrE0L6jMq8pGhAstWwzfwJmwrVvv8GW6Nos7pgfRFr0yMInNxPT-uT6YlgsmOAqqRwUC2HRlqoZXbHn5C2Vi5FmKaRwOMmP2e3hZMXa2ffkxNykONHe99QnTM61B0Zs-w-LEIaMhGcT75_F6O0V73OHVeyJCJx5xuLzGeeET3Asgqej73RZWaPuHTQg5JyGVDdZuQXEoq2e4iZ8krCQuoh8eWCBuMMk9T6xj3HzeVw68yjK-aCE14hhNW1AgH-xR-rKGH4iOtvU8B94C8fI2dc5_pyQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-ss6amX-WR_txVBHWXO7n3vsmA38i1jjj-sKs6uMNs7wV7QWHhHFOoPlfmmKoL86jjT4lPbcNcSTqfZnPDME8SqEirAwLRRrrqnil7tw4cluNc8Fck3AgCvvuY8I6DZTVcpbl1Procj7ImiqOKgNOGihLopHhMSR4E3ZPG1hTcuTHmexVRxIEqdrwi7z1hEtXAaMzxsWhLsSCWdt7eDFNwjUyvCn7EaiV0kxitqfnnWK4Jtp-MZtglYx6uAd6fBkJzk1-m0252CY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKXWNzhdt_KcPXWjNdyz3AWZQrpk_DSMSip9BiMZ9up3Gyvu4JqWUtndHq0b_WQXQeigDp5MX3GvjTWvzsy7OTSJyy3_gyc60hlifzMLxfRg-OoCTavVdqNzNcJiIax2ZXDeEa7KCGqEWO25ypSAUVg6tAQQL8eTPPHvBsVaXPg1EBgDnTTFiX7kx7UdxbrSQ0UUAnxJesLIZoYnNmTh3cZTP7sSIbaC4OHhluz3hBZrMSy4lTyVq9VGQrL9V3Ezd4XkKXZGCTVwxEicac0emjp2ujfuavCr0MA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-hSpSzz1SE2ZvzT2Zae0BsRdr8rI7yK0gM5Jmd_nSGwP3XNhHSGVNUcnTFymQdXmpU29y1_Q3hKR-VpoPSgcHwYkKa_RyduOAKexHiGX77l40AsmwrtyA54twX7JLL_dsm-3FAuv-8yYyOyV4NZetHfLzMQvHHKRoo-vqyKuIeTb9Y6qgrzloqJOKzVBus4XVkJlN506bntJx9vNe4cRvQkh4AjI6Fjfk3zFLqSbHlMJluV1qxAj2ukQfZhAqJY5n2SovI6ophx8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKYyrzvKWfxcRPyevO5Cb5-iT4s2NpN7ZCrdz6EMkRiLrudRgAGeQ7WoCugCRLPr1DAFnSUJWdxB7HOjZ3rhf3CPBI34YjGbDqU5mheVLrZm8ZMZxPxhP8QZgqiCWuo1SXJFV-7PDGIPLUIs3XnyQuR_u4izr2MzCU4lMjrxEK7WwbpKa8_cr7XFR-LxLf3NSqZcSoGv9o9VfuFbwcstPNtpWAv6FnMWGzISA6KmC_NxYYucksijGtSeUY6m9qDcxNg5o3X7JznZ9ZOQSlBtIzQ6mr20zvvqEG3Ga6BzqMDBbH4LZrcdLuWnOawj8NV5icq-j2CoivOGOXzVVJLa1-6_KM-fv34QhIIzb5vLrSnJN86fLVCFjmLQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-G3n04EnWoAxa2nDkK5FTDVNVDUYTRf44lPuk6g2ub4ZFLf9QhjIwpSSD8l0fic78YY7aj8xRBX1EkAwtqpkWoYMfD4-2OjOYXUz9zhwl6pxIs9FBTKfPQUaE9Vqq1gfBHoUy15yk-enRnzeNyePBZijQNrSyLRM_rrUUtsVzKnAmq-6kYHFbBOfXWxaVakFWxbZdIgwaA4TxL9hnuDxaO4-FUpy3oAUW94e8jmu_UQeo72xE-sR3oAx7w2E5h6RB4KriGwvcXjbE-am0TvWFqnAWAHMydn0d8ijA9yV9hlg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-Ws-3-g8-ykpEWKKrpiSehxcKYa5Dyt7vgABx9vvn5cZ3szYvxc4efEd9dIckQVFJw0GtP9QfULUL97XusE6UbuFVZfaXp5AS90swXvIWkfBKw_BA9Wv-kNSBl85nzm3v9qU-flcjre938Yy-OPJ91F_nVX6tz_qRQG1a4pnz9gDyWnofSPmXr8gUcGOI18di6evp4Yj0haKHkFKEK7xmirtFBdNdVTczritIJP3Y8GVJQNi_Co7QgtnGAWUFa-Fa5GdIXgqA4UoHHfISMVyrDfh4-8VA32Hg77FRB_BMerCvn0XsP_970A==&c=&ch=
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  America Meeting  America Meeting

    

Food waste and the
environment

How much do proposed
interventions to reduce food
loss and waste benefit the
environment, climate, and
biodiversity? 

Learn more about Quentin
D. Read's session here

Urban systems and social-
environmental justice

Examining Baltimore through
the lens of political ecology
and segregation, SESYNC
researchers focus on
ecological relationships and
social exclusion. 

 
More about Dexter Locke
and Billy Hall's session

 

Macroecological patterns in
ecological networks

Our understanding of broad-
scale ecological patterns is
based largely on the study of
horizontal communities.

 
Learn more about Evan 

C. Fricke's session
 

 

ON THE COVER    |    FRONTIERS 
  

Exotic Pets Can Become Pests with Risk of Invasion
As international exotic pet trade grows, a better understanding of forces driving the trade is
needed to reduce the threat of new invasion events 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-ThTJOioadifbtvGmxHBYuFH_P_Y7NbrtFVLl-eGmkYFnErwj04tKXvUw_6NmcclPqlE2-4AQMDUsFzQwadbpv5dIWw7vikQ6N3vwpY4PMCHpRjHzG4lljon0my4TWKQqofje_x_EezwlWwiGYVKDvJWHUH6U-P2BzxQPweQPSkBORAnJxoyz-hOYSb5h4J_ssWcMyHjSDcab7ZJjcu7TVmAghPg9l16gemP0Bj2jkOlihUCNZqvbHpPUilHflBj-mdTsfFda71BcsA65evWwm5l8n1B0Hy1gbbB9DiWNeja3OG8_ti_6vXKVeCdM2NFl&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-Teq7TW4814bPk4GUNNXc7ocSgg4qiKftA57WxodfinQpkIA05BJ4CB5p5ABp15mLWRDxpYj7RjmQYi2G_jgR75NeKmjsQmmPLUCmDImGyQFGIgxkLrdwR_6onm6i5G4gv4_GXZOKyT7eErbwe60f3G_Z7KrOS0pGYbpBDs4wmxdubnHOPDDsEyobWdqSyt2UhQvgcp9bTcMoSCQIPK9Uu0TFedGo2ipk9z_NXtWO_CFBXwfgLKB-gJ4cMmz4oDn-qGpXmVBlKuqG-u46VGJzDa33OWiDVX6flFkOWX_EjX2pZTWpMYzXrGgy_R7VCVVT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-vZwzKC4xGCtFS3oAhzVXZ1_JYr1uhAdDRm-gKlBkbWkNIvDa957yUnZ2zDp6USmXlSi49Vow02uebha1LYisJeG56S2BL6XyhV9kccsf9KVFhKemrxqmge2yHCuj8D-xvYpal3nhJiYFnzyuVkqy85gr2MvuiysDS5B4wYxBLjqwQIrrJnq34wuFcdaPIudSsiDnwnytz1C1pDywq-_C5LNmIPhhd-Ncze4HviKUVqRkvsva5WDcbytdu8CKBlAERPfDAZW-Tz4n7Ll1Udfoal-O4VUvDZg4w30HH0ME2gIqROEThLC03mZj72qCmnDd&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-vZwzKC4xGCtFS3oAhzVXZ1_JYr1uhAdDRm-gKlBkbWkNIvDa957yUnZ2zDp6USmXlSi49Vow02uebha1LYisJeG56S2BL6XyhV9kccsf9KVFhKemrxqmge2yHCuj8D-xvYpal3nhJiYFnzyuVkqy85gr2MvuiysDS5B4wYxBLjqwQIrrJnq34wuFcdaPIudSsiDnwnytz1C1pDywq-_C5LNmIPhhd-Ncze4HviKUVqRkvsva5WDcbytdu8CKBlAERPfDAZW-Tz4n7Ll1Udfoal-O4VUvDZg4w30HH0ME2gIqROEThLC03mZj72qCmnDd&c=&ch=


A large proportion of successful vertebrate invasions
can be traced to the global exotic pet trade.
However, surprisingly little is known about the
economic, social, and ecological factors that shape
the trade and how they influence the establishment
of self-sustaining populations of non-native species.

A SESYNC science team, led by Julie Lockwood,
gained further insight into the dynamics of the exotic
pet trade and the role it plays in the introduction of
invasive vertebrate populations across the globe. 

"The market in exotic pets has grown considerably
since the 1970s, and the volume of vertebrate
animals that are traded worldwide is shocking, even
to relatively seasoned invasion biologists," says
Lockwood, lead author of the paper and professor in
the Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Natural
Resources at Rutgers University. "In particular, the
numbers of reptiles and marine fish have really
skyrocketed over the past couple of decades, most of
which could easily be traced back to an upsurge in their popularity as exotic pets."

Click here to read more about the SESYNC team 

Have a story to share? Let us know how your research has advanced S-E synthesis. 
Email communications@sesync.org

  

NEW PUBLICATIONS   |   SESYNC in the JournalsNEW PUBLICATIONS   |   SESYNC in the Journals
    

SESYNC Publications

A systems approach to assessing environmental and economic effects of food loss and
waste interventions in the United States. Published in Science of the Total Environment  by
Mary Muth and colleagues including SESYNC postdocs Quentin Read and Jessica Gephart
as part of the Foundation project Food Waste and the Environment .

Climate vulnerability mapping: A systematic review and future prospects. Published
in WIREs Climate Change by Alex de Sherbinin and colleagues as part of the Pursuit Meta-
Analysis of Climate Change Vulnerability Mapping Studies.

Key issues in co-creation with stakeholders when research problems are
complex. Published in Evidence & Policy: A Journal of Research, Debate and Practice  by
Gabriele Bammer as part of the Pursuit Co-Creative Capacity within the Theme Building
Resources for Complex, Action-Oriented Team Science.

Challenges and Opportunities of Social Media Data for Socio-Environmental Systems
Research. Published in Land by SESYNC postdoc Bianca Lopez and colleagues.

How does gendered vulnerability shape the adoption and impact of sustainable
livelihood interventions in an era of global climate change? Published in Environmental
Research Letters by postdoc Maia Call and colleague Samuel Sellers.

Global estimates of mammalian viral diversity accounting for host sharing. Published
in Nature Ecology and Evolution by former SESYNC postdoc Colin Carlson and colleagues.

Protected areas and biodiversity conservation in India. Published in Biological
Conservation by Mousumi Ghosh-Harihar and colleagues including SESYNC postdoc Varsha
Vijay.

Linking intra-specific trait variation and plant function: seed size mediates performance
tradeoffs within species. Published in Oikos by SESYNC postdoc Evan Fricke and
colleagues.

Hydrological Functioning of an Evolving Urban Stormwater Network. Published in Water

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKY_GbRi4tep1kA4UZvG2JIJkYmmzxmr72yQNZiyjxR9oVGQLcfgfNFvMaxWPgIXraIfQMysfo1nN2C0M_llHT7sJl-SD7573zIKllNast5qyn079ZrlecAo-jb5n159fbLvyCqc-mzXKMad7wXpIF8tFenJTqovN5raN-dMsKJs7X662zih_RtnvXdOF0HVcqhTkxNteEpxy5AT50PsmVBSwnlcO8m__nXDtfMyCjfsl9wEUKXwWlt0cCkVnHNWUYGYFwAOzQal9Xvi8-QZyBq_tqATn9gsvtvPlPaGNuIWPcik0TF9FcsblqiJzd3BtpHY0aQUqrvuK2b7WjZPRvg4dBjhxx59wc6LmlMiJFIRJspCzMlnNthjQoYewymMblsX03tSBuWJ1Uq5IkpeTccA=&c=&ch=
mailto:communications@sesync.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-G3n04EnWoAxa2nDkK5FTDVNVDUYTRf44lPuk6g2ub4ZFLf9QhjIwpSSD8l0fic78YY7aj8xRBX1EkAwtqpkWoYMfD4-2OjOYXUz9zhwl6pxIs9FBTKfPQUaE9Vqq1gfBHoUy15yk-enRnzeNyePBZijQNrSyLRM_rrUUtsVzKnAmq-6kYHFbBOfXWxaVakFWxbZdIgwaA4TxL9hnuDxaO4-FUpy3oAUW94e8jmu_UQeo72xE-sR3oAx7w2E5h6RB4KriGwvcXjbE-am0TvWFqnAWAHMydn0d8ijA9yV9hlg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-bt7MdqEtxvEJeAEmsPVa8Mx5GBkwg9cE3EGs_8JIvxVjIHopzj5ANHmlIqF-aDM5HYNK0D0cimFEAM-G6DkvxnMl7b0Fmxg3aSnR9QUsixxtskt7MuMv0UguzsjTHyHc6YGR4i7YdypB3iVIz9h0RmdwmMalFkLKvUQINCRlV1ffd6dWGpqpenh_jFFe3JYl6vb5PU64sZbyPevQ_6xvcYVfoy4KlX138sEy9XbUjiMADhqIOqlvJC27qieYjIB5aY1J2kjkXU6LvLyzYmNCxLMuku-2frSVoAANY3xMiJ6Ru5fd4XnktnY5s46N7jSBCninUkA7aFw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-0TCkeCIWiujDhUYwg2ufvQSjt2fXK8Bfr3w42CyXpdFwFtcV9CvSBFjjn6hqUZUriiHF280k1kHqgstAr9AUrnwPvqiTWP0gcjUWx6XG3qyPP9L7_eIfuokz9zUM9tqjD0CqpMymndg-BbOVUdD9ne43c-S3GOtP4IteIsWAYGn7rxRUtQuQ21pVQOhuKzYrUQ2B1cC34WUoInZsvx2AH413YNuQhcbe4e32AiINWpig8RhT8DFfZYsR76J8pJYjKerv_ZonoryyNpJk7u0lEA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-wqOXAvrrqZ-VuXDRXO-0Z8lugDQ1oIRGRrbEHpCymNgqgfQmit7KmXF9O5tNkjobM19uG89kmTX2MCRcGup5ZTuWgofJdKvKYMk7E_i4BpI6HMmAKkLhIJ83FCyvKxtCvYUQ0IQtYntL8Yf6odulxNtkmJ97CNPvBTcZsFGAiHP7WPXhWEUAmt1pvR7WvpDWLHu9vB0fMqbnr3JiIZgyzF2JMUD2pQ_8XnOQs_xbm712g3j079VOwcqbmSByl_AN5c7Pl1vTbqRrjNAZO81Hzj4ccS6lSgx0rnWMjlbPW3cW-Z6wxMYpCYbvaQEpAEfjVS-lSS-ta2th8zn3H5IhlQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKUA8AEGVAFz-jFWH8jFfqs7EHmRY-OUHOXYpdW9Du7gQy_a-GOdbt-mt8UmncIzx0u7FscjO8CZw7zO4P85QI727x2KBOaPb-XeZ2huz72DF3rfXzthZ7Z9gN-RKrnusNocl7P4ns_53ByliK_jTZEQ_5qslac0Huge9cLNqu3W-3V4u7CPc6f6xEymwfMsOVv_guJR6HYkEonNZ0m7ADSRycvFtY12q8TDzL_y0XKFTnuCVGpoJexBiPiCa9owFTWTbu0SO1eYy2LUDVY42eniMghvIjl1lq-ReRPz-DBqQdto6812qLBQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vTCtrsaPzEuAdeE7xHdyPtzux1W_NEI9OZ1R4PdINFKFb6VsyGZgKTNdRSigr7cmhBAXaaSOQBdVfnnZLDy4otIDzvfO8Ivx50sh6bk02nbqYLn3H2F_xeGQOOgnr5YOw1dm_gWkeOWHb7pVeXGSacMv_kRqOyG9GzBSug5lNpXwwc47_OVErCLD6GpAjOOnESgyaFzA_ZUY7FPUex_KScj0xVEHu-bOELR2F2u1ZAvQinlbHIUf6xS4S7Qdb-lmKSAtvK1drzs34hP3R7M-qO-4gPH_P_rtngJPLiiSfXaWWmdh8QrFtw8PedOaWgtLlANe6to79--pINTgAEC_kPm9_RnV-mBcN9c5tWHbA2qsNFRDVh-4FNS7iCY4rwkfhv_UfHIA_W0NORX532qZmf1yVRgdsfapUAh4XMI6WRsGo7Kd0DGzew==&c=&ch=
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A road map for utilities and policy makers to assess green infrastructure

Shade from trees reliably cools humans and the environment in which they live, but trees have
not been well quantified, monitored, or verified for their energy savings. Until now, no one
could compare energy savings from tree shade with options like energy-saving appliances or
light bulbs. Through new data discovery, former SESYNC postdoctoral fellow Joseph Maher
gained a clearer picture of the savings offered by trees.

Maher learned that a Florida company provided an online energy portal designed to help
citizens save on their energy bills. He also learned that the city had updated its tree protection
policy to require authorization, permits, and mitigation for cutting down large trees. The two
ideas led him to merge energy data and public records of tree removals to precisely compare a
home's energy consumption with a tree and without one. Read more here.

This post was originally published in 2017 and is excerpted and adapted from Lisa Palmer's
article in Nature Energy. This is part of our ongoing series to share our most popular stories
from the SESYNC research archives. 
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